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NEW CONSTITUTION

OF THE

GOVERNMENT or POLAND,
&c. &c. |

In the name of God, one in the Holy Trinity!

Staniflaus Auguftus, by the grace of God,
and the will of the Nation, King of
Poland, Grand Duke of Lithuania,
Ruffia, Pruffia, Mafovia, Samogitia,
&c. &c. &c. together with the Con-

federate States affembled in double nums
ber to reprefent the Eolifh nation.

PERSUADED that our common fate
depends entirely upon the eftablithing and

rendering perfe& a national conititu-
B 2 tion 3
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tion; convinced by a long train of experi-

ence of many defeéts in our government,

and willing to profit by the prefent circum-
{tances of Europe, and by the favourable
moment which has reftored us to our-
felves; free from the difgraceful fhackles
of foreign influence ; prizing more than
life, and every perfonal confideration, the
political exiftence, external independence,
and internal liberty of the nation, whofe
care is entrufted to us ; defirous, moreover,
to deferve the bleﬂing and gratitude, not
only of our cotemporaries, but alfo of future

generations; for the fake of the public

good, for fecuring our liberty, and main-

taining our kingdom and our poffeflions ;
in order to exert our natural rights with
zeal and firmnefs, we 4, Jolemnly “ef2ablifh
the prefent C onflatution, which we declare
wholly inviolable in every part, till {uch
period as fhall be preferibed by law, when

the
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the nation, if it thould think fit, and deem
it neceﬁ'ary; ‘may alter by its exprefs will
{fuch articles therein as fhall be found in-
adequate. And this prefent Conftitution
thall be the ftandard of all laws and fta-
tutes for the future Diets.

ARTICLE I.

- The Dominant National Religion.

The Holy Roman-Catholic Faith, with
all its privileges and immunities, fhall be -
the dominant national religion. The
éhanging of it for any other perfuafion is
forbidden under the penalties of apoftacy:
| but as the fame holy religion commands us
to love our neighbours, we therefore owe

to all people of whatever perfuafion, peace

in
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in matters of faith, and the protection of
government ; confequently we aflure, to all
perfuafions and religions, freedom and li-

berty, according to the laws of the coun-
try, and 1n all dominions of the Republic.

ARTICELE 1L
Nobility, or the Equefirian Order.

Revering the memory of our anceftors
with gratitude, as the firft founders of our
liberties, it is but juft to acknowledge, in
a moft folemn manner, that all the pre-
eminence and prerogatives of liberty, both
in public and private life, fhould be in-
fured to this order; efpecially laws, fta-
tutes, and privileges, granted to this order
by Cafimir the Great, Lewis of Hungary,
Ladiflaus Jagellon; and his brother Wit-

toldus,
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toldus, Grand Duke of Lithuania ; alfo by
Ladiflaus and Cafimirus, both Jagellons;
by John Albertus, Alexander, Sigifmun-
dus the Firft, and Sigifmundus Auguftus,
(the laft of the Jagellonic race) are by the
prefent act renewed, confirmed, and de-
clared to be inviolable. We acknawledge
the rank of the noble Equeftrian order in
Poland to be equal to all degrees of nobi-
lity—all perfons of that order to be equal
among themfelves, not only in the elegi-
bility to all pofts of honour, truft, or emo-
lument, but in the enjoyment of all pri-
vileges and prerogatives appertaining to the
faid order: and in particular, we preferve
and guarantee to every individual thereof
perfonal liberty and fecurity of territorial
and moveable property, as they were for-
merly enjoyed; nor-fhall we even fuffer
the leaft encroachment on either by the

fupreme national power (on which the

pre-
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prefent form of gmvérnment is eftablithed),

under any pretext whatfoever, contrary to
private rights, either in part, or in the
whole ; confequently we regard the pre-
fervation of perfonal fecurity and property,
as by law afcertained, to be a tie of fo-
ciety, and the very effence of civil liberty,
which ought to be confidered and refpected
for ever. It is in this order that we repofe

- the defence of our liberties and the pre-

{ent conftitution : it is to their virtue, va-
lour, honour, and patriotifm, we recom-
mend 1ts dignity to venerate, and its fta-
bility to defend, as the only bulwark of
our liberty and exiftence.

ARTICLE
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ARTICLE III,

Towns and Citizense

The law made by the prefent Diet,
entitled, Our royal free towns within the

dominions of the Republic, we mean to con-
{ider as a part of the prefent conftitution,
and promife to maintain it as a new,
additional, true, and effectual fupport, of

our common liberties, and our mutual de<

fence,

ARTICLE - 1V,

Peajants and Villagers.

This agricultural clafs.of people, the
moft numerous in the nation, confequently

forming the moft confiderable part of its
C | force,
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force, from whofe hands flows the fource
of our riches, we receive under the pro-
teGtion of national law and government,
from the motives of juftice, humanity,
chriftianity, and our own intereft well un-
derftood : enacting, that whatever liberties,
grants, and conventions, between the pro-
prietors and villagers, either individually or
collectively, may be allowed in future, and
entered authentically into; fuch agree-
ments, according to their true meaning,
{hall import mutual and reciprocal obliga-
tions, binding not only the prefent con-
tracting parties, but even their fucceffors
by inheritance or acquifition—f{o far that it
fhall not be in the power of either party
to alter at pleafure fuch contracts, import-
1ng grants on one fide, and voluntary pro-
mife of duties, labour, or payments on
the other, according to the manner and
conditions therein expreffed, whether they

arc
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are to laft perpetually, or for a fixed pe-
riod. Thus having infured to the proprie-
tors every advantage they have a right to
from their villagers, and willing to encou-
rage moft effectually the population of our |
country, we publifh and proclaim a perfec?
and entire liberty to all people, either who

" may be newly coming to fettle, or thofe

who, having emigrated, would return to
their native country; and we declare moft

{olemnly, that any perfon coming into Po-

land, from whatever part of the world, or

returning from abroad, as {oon as he {ets

his foot on the territory of the Republic,

- becomes free and at liberty to exercife his

-induftry, wherever and in whatever manner

he pleafes, to fettle either in towns or vil-
Iages, to farm and rent lands and houfes,
on tenures and contracts, foras long a term
as may be agreed on; with liberty to re-
main, or to remove, after having fulfilled

cC 2 the



the obligations he may have voluntarily

entered into.

ARTICLE V.

Form of Government, or the Definition of
Public Powers.

All power in civil {ociety fhﬂuld'be
derived from the will of the people, its

end and ﬂbjﬁét being the prefervation and
Integrity of the State, the civil liberty, and
the good order of .fDCiEt}f, on an equal
{cale, and on a lafting foundation. Three
diftinct powers fhall compofe the govern-
ment of the Polifh nation, according to the

prefent conftitution ; viz.

1t. Legiflative power in the States
affembled. |

2d. Ex-
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od. Executive power in the King and |
the Council of Infpection.

3d. Fudicial power in Jurifdictions
exifting, or to be eftablifhed.

ARTICLE VI,

The Diet, or the Legiflative Power.

The Diet, or the Affembly of States,
{hall be divided into two Houlfes; viz. the
Houfe of Nuncios, or Deputies, and #he
Houfe of Senate, where the King 1s to pre-
fide. The former being the reprelenta-
tive and central point of fupreme national
authority, thall poflefs the pre-eminence
in the Legiflature ; thefefore, all bills are
to be decided firft in this Houfe.

ift. A7
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1{it. AN General Laws, viz. conftitutional
civil, criminal, and perpetual taxes ; con-
cerming which matters, the King is to iffue

his propofitions by the circular letters fent

before the Dietines to every palatinate and

to every diftri for deliberation, which
coming before the Houfe with the opinion
exprefled in the inflructions given to their
reprefentatives, thall be taken the firfy for
decifion,

2d. Particular Laws, viz. temporal
taxes; regulations of the mint; contracting

public debts; creating nobles, and other

cafual recompences ; reparation of public

expences, both ordinary and extraordinary ;
concerning war; peace; ratification of trea-
ties, both political and commercial ; all
diplomatic aéts and conventions relative to’
the laws of nations ; examining and ac-
quitting different executive departments,

and

e '
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and fimilar {ubjets arifing from the acci-

dental exigencies and circamf{tances of the
State; in which the propofitions, coming
direc¢tly from the Throne into the Houfe
of Nuncios, are to have preference in dif-

cuffion before the private bills.

In regard to the Houfe of Senate, it is to
confift of Bifhops, Palatines, Caftellans,
and Miﬂiﬁﬁrﬁ; under the prefidency of the
King, who fhall have but one vote, and
the cafting voice in cafe of parity, which
he may give either perfonally, or by a

meflage to the Houfe. Its power and duty
{hall be,

1ft. Every General Low that paffes for-
mally through the Houfe of Nuncios is to
be fent immediately to this, which is either
accepted, or fufpended till farther national

deliberation, by a majority of votes, as pre-

{cribed
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fcribed by law. If accepted, it becomics a
law 1n all its force; if {fufpended, it fhall
be refumed at the next Diet; and if it is
then agreed to again by the Houfe of Nun-
cios, the Senate nluﬂ {fubmit to it.

3d. Ewery Particular Law or ftatute of
the Diet in matters above {pecified, as foon
as 1t has been determined by the Houfe
of Nuncios, and fent up to the Senate, the
votes of both Houfes fhall be jointly com=
puted, and the majority, as defcribed by
law, fhall be confidered as a deeree and the
will of the Nation,

Thofe Senators and Mintifters who, from
their fhare in executive power, are account-
able to the Republic, cannot have an a&ive
~ voice in the Diet, but may be prefent in
order to give neceflary explanations to the

Stﬂtes )
Thefe
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Thefe ordinary legiﬂative Diets fhall
have their uninterrupted exiftence, and be
always ready to meet ; renewable every two
years. 'The length of feffions fhall be de-

termined by the law concerning Diets.
If convened out of crdinary {eflion upon

fome urgent occafion, they fhall only deli-
berate on the fubje&t which occafioned

{fuch a call, or on circumftances which
may arife out of it.

No law or ftatute enaéted by {uch or-

dinary Diet can be altered or annulled by
the fame.

The compliment of the Diet fhall be
compofed of the number of perfons in both

Houfes, to be determined hereafter.

The law concerning the Dietines, or
primary eleCtions, as eftablifhed by the pre-

D {ent

|
|
S
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fent Diet, fhall be regarded as a moft ef—
fential foundation of civil liberty.

The majority of votes thall decide every
thing, and every where; therefore we
abolifh, and utterly annihilate, /berum veto,
all {orts of confederacies and confederate

Diets, as contrary to the {pirit of the pre-
{ent conftitution, as undermining the go-

vernment, and as being ruinous to fociety.

Willing to prevent, on one hand, vio-
lent and frequent changes in the national
conftitution, yet, confidering on the other,
the neceflity of perfecting it, after experi-
encing its effects on public profperity, we
determine the period of every twenty-five
years for an Extraordinary Conftitutional
D:et, to be held purpofely for the revifion
and fuch alterations of the conftitution

dS
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as may be found requifite; which Diet
fhall be circumfcribed by a feparate law

hereafter.

ARTICLE .VilI.

The King, or Executive Power.

The moft perfe® government cannot
exift or laft without an effectual executive
power. The happinefs of the nation de-
pends on juft laws, but the good effeéts of
laws flow only from their execution, Ex-
perience has taught us that the neglecting
this effential part of government has over-

whelmed Poland with difafters.

Having, therefore, fecured to the free
Polifh nation the right of enacting laws for
themfelves, the fupreme infpection over
the executive power, and the choice of

D 2  their
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their magiftrates, we entruff fo the King,
and bis Council, the bighef} power -of exe-
cuting the laws.

This Council thall be called Straz, or
the Council of In{pection.

| The duty of fuch executive power {hall
be to watch over the laws, and to {ee them

{trictly executed according to their import,

even by the means of public force, fhould

it be neceflary.

All departments and magiftracies are
bound’ to obey its directions, To this
power we leave the right of controling
fuch as are refraGtory, or of punifhing fuch

as are negligent in the execution of their

refpetive offices.

This executive power cannot affume the
right "of making laws, or of their inter-

pretation,
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pretation. It is exprefsly forbidden to con-
tract public debts; to alter the repartltmn
of the national income, as fixed by the
Diet; to declare war; to conclude defi-
nitively any treaty, or any diplomatic act;
it is only allowed to carry on negociations
with foreign Courts, and facilitate tempo-

rary occurrences, always with reference to

the Diet.

The Crown of Poland we declare to be
elective in regard to families, and 1t 1s {et-

tled {o for ever.

Having experienced the fatal effects of
interregna, periodically fubverting govern-~
ment, and being defirous of preventing
for ever all foreign influence, as well as
of infuring to cvery citizen a perfect
tranquillity, we have, from prudent mo-
tives, refolved to adopt bereditary fuccclfion

to
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to our Throne: therefore we enact and de~
 clare, that, after the explration of our life,
according to the gracious will of the Al-
mighty, the prefent Ele&or of Saxony
thall reign over Poland.

The dynafty of future Kings of Poland
fhall begin in the perfon of Frederic Au-
guftus, Elector of Saxony, with the right
of inheritance to the Crown to his male
defcendants. The eldeft fon of the reign-
g King is to fucceed his father; and in
cafe the prefent Ele&or of Saxony has no
male ifive, a hufband chofen by him (with
~the confent and approbation of the Re-
public) for his daughter, fhall begin the
faid dynafly. Hence we declare the Prin-
cefs 'I‘vTary-Auguﬁa Nepomucena, only
daughter of the Ele@or of Saxony, to be
Infanta of Poland,

- We
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We referve to the nation, however, the
right of electing to the Throne any other
houfe or family, after the extinétion of the
firit.

Every King, on his acceflion to the
Throne, fhall take a folemn oath to God
and the Nation, to fupport the prefent
conftitution, to fulfil the pacla conventa,
which will be fettled with the prefent
Ele&or of Saxony, as appointed to the
Crown, and which fhall bind him in the

fame manner as former ones.

The King’s perfon is facred and invio-
lable; as no act can proceed immediately
from him, he cannot be . in any manner
refponfible to the nation; he is not.an ab-
folute monarch, but the father and the
head of the people; his revenues, as fixed
by the pacta conventa, thall be facredly pre-

ferved.
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ferved. All public aéts, the acts of ma-
giftracies, and the coin of the kingdom,
fhall bear his name.

The King, who ought to poflefs every
power of doing good, fhall have the right
of pardoning thofe that are condemned to
death, except the crimes be againft the
ftate.

In time of war he fhall have the fu-
preme command of the national forces—
he may appoint the commanders of the
army, however, by the will of the States.
It thall be his province to paténtee officers
in the army, and other dignitaries, confo-
nant to the regulations hereafter to be ex-
prefled, to appoint Bifhops, Senators, and

Minifters, as members of the executive
power,

The
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The King’s Council of Infpection is to
confift,

1{t. Of the Primate, as the head of
the Clergy, and the Prefident of the Com-
mifiion of Education, or the firft Bifhop

in Ordine:

2d. Of five Minifters, viz. the Minifter
of Police, Minifter of Juftice, Minifter of
War, Minifter of Finances, and Minifter
for the Foreign Affairs.

3. Of two Secretaries to keep the Pro-
tocols, one for the Council, another for
the Foreign Department ; both, however,

without decifive vote.

The hereditary Prince coming of age,

and having taken the oath to preferve the
E confti-
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conftitution, may affift at all feflions of
the Council, but thall have no vote therein.

The Marfhal of the Diet, being chofen
for two years, has alfo a right to {it in this
Council, without taking any fhare in its
refolves ; for the end only to call together
the Diet, always exifting, in the following
cafe: Should he deem, from the emergen-
cies hereunder {pecified, the convocation
of the Diet abfolutely neceflary, and the
King refufing to do it, the Marfhal 1s
bound to iffue his circular letters to all

Nuncios and Senators, adducing real mo-

tives for {fuch meeting.

The cafes demanding fuch convocation

of the Diet are the following :

ift. In a prefling neceflity concerning
the law of nations, and particularly in cafe

of a neighbouring war.

2d. In
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od. In cafe of an internal commotion,
menacing with the revolution of the coun-
| fry, or of a collifion between Magiftra-

tures.

3d. In an evident dangér of general

famine.

4th. In the orphan ftate of the country,
by demife of the King, or in cafe of the

King’s dangerous illnefs.

All the refﬂlufiﬂns of the Council of
Infpection are to be examined by the

rules above mentioned.

The King’s opinion, after that of every
Member in the Council has been heard,
fhall decifivelyprevail.

Every refolution of this Council fhall
be iffued under the King’s fignature, coun=
B2 terfigned
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terfigned by one of the Minifters fitting
therein ; and thus figned, fhall be obeyed
by all executive departments, except in

cales exprefsly exempted by the prefent

conftitution.

Should all the Members refufe their
counterfign to any refolution, the King is
obliged to forego his opinion; but if he
thould perfift in it, the Marfhal of the Diet
may demand the convocation of the Diet s
and if the King will not, the Marfhal him-
felf thall fend his circular letters as above.

Minifters compofing this Council cannot
be employed at the fame time in any other

commiflion or department,

If it thould happen that two-thirds of
fecret votes in both Houfes demand the
changing of any perfon, either in the Coun-
cil, or any executive department, the King

1s bound to nominate another,

Willing
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Willing that the Council of Infpetion
fhould be refponfible to the nation for their
actions, we decree that, when thefe Mi-
nifters are denounced and accufed before
the Diet (by the {pecial Committee ap- .
pointed for examining their proceedings)
- of any tranf{greffion of pofitive law, they
are an{werable with their perfons and for-

funes.

Such impeachments being determined by
a imple majnﬂty of votes, collected jointly
from both Houfes, thall be tried immedi-
ately by the comitial tribunal, where the
accufed are to receive their final judgment
and punifhment, if found guilty ; or to be
honourably acquitted, on {ufficient proof

of innocence.

In order to form a neceffary organiza-
tion of the executive power, we eftablifh

hereby
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hereby {eparate commiflions, conneéted

with the above Council, and {fubjected to

obey its ordinations.

Thefe commiffions are, 1ft. of Educa-
tion; 2d. of Police; 3d, of War; 4th. of
Treafury.

It 1s through the medium of thefe four
departments that all the particular orderly
commiflions, as eftablithed by the prefent
Diet, in every palatinate and diftri&, fhall
depend on, and receive all orders from, the
Council of Infpection, in their refpective

duties and occurrences.

ARTICLE
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ARTICLE VIII.

Fudicial Power.

As judicial power is incompatible with
the legiflative, nor can be adminiftered by
the King, therefore tribunals and magif-
tratures ought to be eftablithed and elected.
It ought to have local exiftence, that every
citizen {hould know where to feck juftice,
and every tran{greflor can difcern the hand
of national government. We eftablifh,

therefore,

1ft. Primary Courts of Juftice for each
palatinate and diftrict, compofed of Judges
chofen at the Dietine, which are al-
ways to be ready to adminifter juftice.
From thefe Courts appeals are allowed to

the high tribunals, ereted one for each of
three
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three provinces, in which the kingdom is
divided Thofe Courts, both primary and
final, thall be for the clafs of nobles, or
equeftrian order, and all the proprietors of
landed property.

2dly. We determine feparate Courts and
JurifdiGions for the free royal towns, ac-
cording to the law fixed by the prefent

Diet..

3dly. Each province fhall have a Court
of Referendaries for the trial of caufes re-
lating to the peafantry, who are all hereby
declared free, and in the fame manner as

thofe who were {o before.

. 4thly. Courts, curial and aflefforial, tri-
~bunals for Courland, and relational, are

hereby confirmed. |
sthly. Ex-
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¢thly. Executive commiflions thall have
judicial power in the matters relative to

their adminiftration.

6thly. Befides all thefe civil and crimi-

nal Courts, there fhall be one {upreme

'general tribunal for all the clafles, called

2 Comitial Tribunal or Court, compofed
of perfons chofen at the opening of every
Diet. ‘This tribunal is to try all the per-

fons accufed of crimes againft the State.

Laftly, we fhall appoint 2 Committee
for the forming a civil and criminal code
of laws, by perfons whom the Diet fhall

ele& for that purpofe.

I3 - BARTICLE
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ARTICLE IX,

ngemy.

The fame Coundil of Infpeétion is to
compofe the Regency, with the Queen at
their head, or, in her abfence, with the
Prim_até of the kingdom, The Regency
may take place only,

1ft. During the King’s minority.

2d. In cafe of the King’s fettled aliena-
tion of reafon,

3d. In cafe of the King’s being made

a prifoner of war.

Minority is to be confidered till eighteen
years are completed, and the malady muft

be
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be declared in the exifting Diet by the
plurality of three-fourths of votes of both
combined Houfes againft one-fourth.

When the King comes of age, or reco-
vers his health, or returns from captivity,
the Regency fhall ceafe, and fhall be ac-
countable to him, and refponfible to the
nation in their perfons and fortunes, for
their actions during their office.

Education of Kings Children.

The King’s fons being defigned fuccef-
{fors to the Crown, are the firft children of
the country. Thence the care of their
proper education, without encroaching,
however, on the right of their parents,
devolves naturally upon the nation.

E 2 | During
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During the King’s life, the King him-
felf, with the Council, and a Tutor, ap-
pointed by the States, fhall {uperintend

the education of the Princes.

In time of a Regency, it fhall be in-
trufted with this dire&tion, jointly with the

above-mentioned Tutor.

In both cafes this Tutor, named by the
States, is to make his report before each
ordinary Diet of the edueation and pro-
grefs of the Princes. The Commiflion,
or Board of Education, is obliged to bring
before the Diet, for the approbation, an
inftruction or plan for the education of the
Princes, founded on religion, love of vir-
tue, of country, of liberty, and the con-

{titution.

ARTICLE
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ARTICLE XI.

National Force, or the Army.

'The nation is bound to preferve its pof-
feflions againft invafion ; therefore all in-
habitants are natural defenders of - their
country and its liberties.

The army is only an extract of defen-
five regular force, from the general mals

of national ftrength.

The nation owes to the army reward
and refpec, becaufe of its devoting itfcl
wholly for the defence of the country.

The army owes to the nation, to guard
the frontiers againft enemies, and to main-
tain public tranquillity within: ina word,

it
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it ought to be the firongeft fhield in the

nation.

That thefe ends may be fully anfwered,

the army fhould ever remain under the
fuberdination and obedience to the execu-

tive power; it fhall therefore take an oath,

according to law, of fidelity to the na-

tion, and to the King, and to maintairn

the national conftitution. This national
force, therefore, fhall be employed: for the
general defence of the country, for gar-

rifoning fortreffes, guarding frontiers, and

affifting the civil power in the execution
of the law- againft: thofe that are refrac.

tory..

DECLA-~-
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DECLARATION OF THE STATES AS-
SEMBLED.

All laws and ftatutes, old and new, con-
trary to the prefent conftitution, or to any

part thereof, are hereby abolithed; and
every paragraph in the foregoing articles,

to be a competent part of the prefent con-
ftitution is acknowledged. We recom-

mend to the executive power to fee the
Council of Infpection immediately begin
its office under the eye of the Diet, and

continue its duties without the leaft inter-

yuption.

We {wear before God and the country
to maintain and defend, with all pofiible
human power, the prefent conftitution ;

and confidering this oath as a proof of real

love
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fove of our country, we command all ma-
giftrates and troops here prefent to take it
immediately. The commiffion of war fhall
iflue orders to the reft of the army, quar-
tered in the kingdom, and in the grand
dutchy of Lithuania, todo the fame within
one month at fartheft from the date of the

prefent law,

We recommend to our Bithops to ap-
point one and the fame day of public
thank{giving to God Almighty, in a]l
churches over the kingdom; alfo, we ap-
point a day, V. IV. for the {olemn celebrat-
ing by us and our pof’cerity, of a comme-
" moration anniverfary for the mercies of the
Supreme Being fhewn to us after {o many

public calamities,

And that future ages may know and feel

that it is by the afliftance of the Supreme
Difpofer
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Difpofer of nations we have {urmounted
the greateft difficulties and obftacles, and
effected this happy Revolution, we de-

cree, that a church fhall be ere&ed and
confecrated to Divine Providence in me-

‘mory of this event, and at the expence of

the States.,

Having thus fatisfied our general feel-
ings on this event, we turn our attention
towards fecuring the {fame conftitution, by
declaring and enacting, that wboever thould

dare to oppofe it, or to difturb the public

‘ tranquillity, either by exciting miftruft,

or by perverfe interpretation of this con-
{titution, and much more by forming in-
{furrections and confederacies, either openly
or {ecretly, fuch perfon or perfons are de-
clared to be enemies and traitors to their
country, and fhall be punifhed as {uch with
the utmoft rigour by the Comitial Tribunal.

G For
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For this purpofe we order this tribunal ta
fit uninterruptedly at Warfaw, proroguing
their feflions from day to day, and to try
all perfons fo accufed by any citizen of
property, with the affiftance of the Attor-
neys General of Poland and Lithuania,
{eizing all indicted perfons, with the aid
of the national troops, which fhall be ready
to act on the firft order from the executive
power as they fhall be direéted, and occa-

{ion may require.

bivw
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Laow cmfer?zéﬁg Dietines, or prf..

mary Alfemblies af Poland.

SECTION - I

Place for Dictines.

ift. .FOR each Dietine, a certain Fotwr s
and in fuch town, a jfixed place for the

meeting of the Affembly, thall be for ever
afcertained.

2d. Thefe conftitutional towns and places

for holding Dietines fhall be {pecified at
the end of this law. '

G 2 3d. In
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3d. In cafe of any fuch town or place
being deftroyed by fire, or other accident,
the Orderly Commiffion*, within whofe ju-
rifdiction it fhould lay, fhall give notice of
it to the Council of Infpection, propofing at
the fame time the moft convenient place in
lieu thereof ; and the Council is to appoint
it, and to make it public by iffuing roya/
circular letters.

4th. Such fubftitute places as are only
to {erve for a time, till the original ones

* Qrderly Commiffions are newly inflituted: each
pulatinaté and diftri€t chufes a certain number of
commiflaries; their office lafts two years; their prin-
cipal duty is to maintain police and good order in

their diftrit; to put into execution decrees and regu-
lations of fupreme departments; to colleCt taxes;
to keep cafh; to make fuch payments as afligned by
the commiflion of finances; to protect citizens from
the military oppreffion; to furnifh recruits, befides

‘many other duties, of internal management,

arc

o e
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are rebuilt and i'cpairf.:d; and as {oon as

they are put in good order, the Orderly
Commiffion fhall acquaint the Council

of Infpe&ion therewith, which is to di-
rect, by the like circular letters, the re-

turn of Dietines to their primitive confti-
tutional {pot.

sth., There fhall be placed in the mid-
dle of the hall, or room, defigned for the
Affembly, a table, around which is te be
formed a circle of principal men of the
palatinate, or difiri¢t, whom we may call a

- Comumnittee of the County, or Grand Com-
mitiee,

6th. It belongs to Orderly Commifiions
to prepare every accommodation for the
Affembly, viz. balloting-box, balls, &c. ;

for which neceffary, but moderate, ex-

pences
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pences fhall be either prﬂport_ionably af=

lefled, or paid by the voluntary contribus
tion of inhabitants.

SECTION 1I1.

Time of Dietines.

ift. Every two years Dietines are tg
meet for the election of Nuncios, or repre
{entatives of the Diet, and of the commif
faries of Orderly Commiffions,

2d. Every one year they fhall be held

for electing deputies to the high tribunal,

and for regulatin g internal economical con-

cerns of the diftri¢t,

3d. As the reprefentatives are account-
able to their conftituents, Dietines for re-

celvin g
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ceiving their reports, after every ordinary
Diet, are fixed on the following day, aftey

the election of deputies and the economical
af |

—

airs are fettled,

4th. After every exz‘raardz}mry ﬁﬁm of
the already-exifting Diet, convened by the
Council of Infpeétion, or, in certain cafes;
by the Marfhal of the Diet, thefe Dierines
of Report fhall be held at the end of eight
weeks, unlefs the ordinary Dietine happens
{fooner. If, however, the ordinary period
of the Dietines of Report falls in with the
extraordinary feflion of the Diet, the Nun-
cios are to make their report at the firft

Dietine on their return,

5th. Whenever any vacancy happens in

the elective office, it is to be filled up

at the firft meeting of the Dietine.
6th. Dietines
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6th. Dietines are to meet always on the
day fixed by law, even if no writ or cir-

cular letters are iffued for that purpdfe.

LS ECTION 111

Concerning the Time of Seffions of Dietines.

1t. Seffions fhall begin every day at nine

o’clock in the morning.

2d. On the day of opening of the Dietine
the Prefident fhall order all the bells of the
town to be rung at half paft eight, and to
continue till nine; during which time a

mafs fhall be celebrated before the Af-
fembly.

3d. The {eflion is to laft till three o’clock
in the afternoon, unlefs it be unanimoufly

agreed




e ——————— s Y TR i 1§ e . T O I W e

( 39 )

agreed on to prorogue it {fooner: it may,
however, continue longer, if the polling
be not ended at three.

4th. Seffion can only be prorogued till
next day. In cafe of a holiday, it fhall be
refumed after the church fervice,

SECTION 'IV.

Concerning Perfons baving Right to vote.

All nobles of the equeftrian order are

entitled to vote in their refpective palati- -

nates and diftri&s :

1ft. All hereditary proprietors of landed
property, or poflefled of eftates by adjudi-
cation for a debr, paying territorial tax to

government : {ons alfo of fuch proprietors,
H during
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during the life of their parents, before the
ex-divifion of patrimony.

2d. Brothers, inheriting eftates, before

they have fhared their fucceffion.

3d. All mortgagees who pay one hun-
dred florins (fifty thillings) of territorial
tax per year from their pofizffions.

4th. All life-holders of lands paying

territorial tax to the fame amount.

sth. All nobles in the army, poffefied
of {uch .qualif}ringl eftates have a vote In
their .reﬁ“:aétive diftricts in time of peace,
and properly furloughed by their com-

manders.

6th. Legal pofleffion i1s underftood to be
qualifying, when it has been formerly ac-

quired
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quired and a&ually enjoyed for twelve
calendar months previouily.

SECTION V.

Concerning thofe that have no Right to vote.

1ft. Thofe of the equeftrian order that
are not actually pofleffed of a property, as

defcribed in the foregoing article.

2d. Such as hold royal, ecclefiaftical, or
noble lands, even with right of inheritance,
but on condition of fome duty or payment
to their principals, confequently dependent

thereon.

ad. Gentry poffefling eftates on feudal
tenure, called Ordynackie, as being bound

to certain pcrﬂ}nal {ervice thereby.
H 2 4th. All
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4th. All renters of eftates that have no
other qualifying property.

sth. Thofe that have not accomplithed
eighteen years of age.

6th. Crimine notati, and thofe that are
under a decree pafled in default, even in
the firft inftance, for having difobeyed any
judicial court,

SECTION VI,

Of thofe that are eligible

1{t. Every perfon of the equeftrian order
that pays territorial tax to government for
his frechold, let it be ever fo {mall, is eli-

- gible to all elective offices in his refpective
diftrict.

2d. Gen-

—— e w LR
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-~ 2d. Gentlemen acdtually ferving in the
army, even poflefled of landed hereditary
eftate, muft have ferved fix complete years
before they are eligible to the office of a
Nuncio only. But this condition is dif-
penfed with in favour of thofe that have
filled before fome public function.

SECTION VII.

Of thofe that are NoOT eligible.

1ft. Whoever is not perfonally prefent
at the Dietine. |

2d. Whoever has not completed twenty-

three years of age.

3d. Whoever has not been in any pub-

lic funéion, nor pafled the biennial office
of
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of a Commiffary in the Orderly Com-

miflion.

4th. Thofe that are not exempted by
law from obligations of fcarta bellatus,
which {ubjects all newly-nobilitated per-
lons to certain civil reftri¢tions until the

next generatiﬂn.

~ sth. And, laftly, all thofe again{t whom
may be objected a decree % contumaciam in

a civil caufe.

SECTION VII1I,

The Manner of offering onefelf for a Can-
didate.

Any perfon defirous of being chofen for
any public function, is allowed either to

declare
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declare his intention before the Chancery
of the county before the Dietine, or at the
Dietine to tender the fame to the Prefident
in writing. Electors, however, are at li-
berty to propofe and chufe even thofe
that have not offered themfelves, by either

the above modes, for candidates.

SECTION IX,
Regulations for beginning Dietines,

1ft. A day before the time fixed by law
for the Dietines, the troops of the Repub-
lic, quartered in the town where they are
to be held, fhall withdraw, and not return
there till they are over. This rule, how-
ever, does not extend to the royal refi-
dence, fortrefles of the Republic, or detach-

ments afligned to wait on high tribunals.
2d. The
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- 2d. The circle that furrounds the table
placed in the middle of the aflembly room,
or the Committee of the County, thall be
compofed of {enators, dignitaries, ftate and
local civil officers, commiffaries of orderly
commiflion, nuncios, and tribunal deputies

that have already ended their fun&ions,

and military {taff officers, to the major in-

]

clufively.

2d. Either firft {enator in rank, or, in
his abfence, firft dignitary, thall open the
mecting as a Prefident ; in abfence of both,
firft local civil officer of the diftrick, or the
firt in order of the commiffaries of orderly
commifiion, and {o on through all different

members of the committee. In cafe there
fhould be none prefent of the above dig-
- nified perfons the oldeft in the affembly
fhall be their Prefident,

4th. If
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ath. If any of the above-mentioned offi-

«cers, being prefent at the Dietine, fhould
refufe accepting of the prefidency, or
thould be himfelf a candidate for the office

*« 1to be filled, then the next to him in rota-

tion is to prefide in his room at the af-

{embly.

gth. The circle being formed round the
table, and the Prefident having opened the
meeting, fhall order to be read, loudly and
audibly, the whole tenor of the prefent

daw cmnc:e,rniqg Dietines.

6th. Orderly commiffion of the diftrict
dhall deliver to the Prefident the county book,

containing the lift of all qualified voters,

as regulated be a-feparate article.

7th. Then the notary of the Chancery
fhall return to the Prefident the names of
I {fuch
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{uch candidates as infcribed themf{elves at

this office: and in this ftage, thofe that
have not made previoully their declarations

before the Chancery may fignify their in-

tention in writing to the Prefident.

8th. After which the Prefident fhall

Proclaim the names of candidates.

SECTION X,

Qualification of the County Committec, ana
the Candidates.

1ft. The foregoing preliminary ceremo-
nies of the Dietine being fettled, if any
body has an objeion to make againit the
Prefident, or any member of the com-
mittee, or any of the candidates, he is to

deliver it to the Prefident in writing.
2d,
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2d. In cafe the Prefident him{elf {hould
lay under an objection, he is to quit his

place to the next in order till the objection
is decided.

3d. The Prefident, together with the
members of the committee (except thofe
that are objected to and the candidates), are
to try and determine the merit of objec-
tions according to the rules laid down by
the prefent law, either unanimoufly, or by
majority of fecret votes, taken by ballot.

SECTION XI;

Concerning the Elettion of the Marfhal of
Dietines, and the Affeffors in Poland ; and
of the Ajfeffors only in Lithuania.

1{t. Having thus cleared and decided all
objeCtions againft the committee and the
I 2 candi-
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candidates, the Prefident is to propofe im--
mediately the eletion of the Mar{halof the:
Dietine and fix affeffors, in Poland, who
form a {ub-committee for managing the

eletion bufinefs at the Dietine.

>d. In the province of Lithuania the
Prefident of the affembly fhall be alfo the
Martfhal of the Dietine. His obhigationsare
the fame, in every point, as thofe ‘of a
Marfhal of Dietines in Poland..

3d. The Marfhal of the Dietine in Li-
thuania thus becoming the Prefident, fhall:

immediately, after all the objections are
removed, proceed to an election of fix af-

{effors.

4th. In Poland, both Marfhal of the Die-
tines and the fix affeflors ; in Lithuania

the affeffors thall be chofen out of the num-
ber
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ber of the committee, excepting fenators
and candidates.

sth. Proceedings at thefe eletions in
Poland are as follow: An urn fhall be
placed on the table, wherein the Prefident
thall put as many balls, of equal fize (but
feven of them of a different colour),as there
are eligible perfons in the committee of the
county. This urn having an aperture at
the top, 1s to be covered with cloth : the
Prefident then reads the names in order of
all eligible perfons, and a child draws outof
the urn a ball againft each name. White
balls are reckoned negatives ; the firft co-
Toured drawn falls for the Marfhal of the:
Dietine, and the remaining fix for the ai-
feffors, who are to take their feats in the

{fame order as they were drawn.

6th. The fame mode of proceeding 1s
to
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to be obferved in Lithuania for the choicé
of fix affeflors ; with this difference only,
that the Prefident, being 78/8 fucts already
Marfhal of the Dietine, needs not to be put
on the lift of eligible perfons : confequent-
Iy only fix coloured balls are to be thrown

into the urn : whereof the firft drawn fhall
defign the firft affeffor.

7th. The Marfhal of the Dietine and thé
affeflors in Poland, likewife the affeflors in
Lithuania, fhall take their oaths before the
Prefident, as prefcribed hereunder. But
- the Marfhal of the Dietine in Lithuania,
being Prefident at the {fame time, {hall take

his cath before the next member to him.

8th. Thus eleéted and fworn in, Mar-
thal and affeflors are to fulfil all duties of

their office in that and {ubfequent Dietines
according to law.

gth.

L ——
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gth. In cafe of the Marfhal’s indifpofi-
tion, or refufing to perform his obligations
as prefcribed by law, the firft affeffor 1s to
take his place.

SECTION XII.
The Method of Proceeding at an Election.

1{t. Before the opening of the bufinefs
of ele¢tion, the Marfhalof the Dietine fhall
order to be read aloud the circular letter,
propofitions, and projects, {ent down by
the King and the Council of Infpection for
their deliberation,

2d. All voters divided into parifhes, ex-
cept thofe that are of the grand committee,
are to be arranged around the faid com-
mittee by the local inferior officers.

3d.



3d. Any of the candidates giving up

his pretenfion, is obliged to declare the
H4ame in writing to the Marfhal of the Di-
etine : but it fhall not be in his power to
recede from it after the eleéion has be_gun
by voting. :

4th. The Marfhal of the Dictine fhall"

read the lift of candidates for the function
or office which is the obje of ele&ion,
mentiﬂhing thofe that have either legally
been ftruck out, or renounced voluntarily
in form.

sth. Having read this lift of remaining
candidates, the Marfhal thall repeat fingly
the name of each, and afk thrice the con-
{ent of the affembly. XVhen an unanimity
appears in favour of fuch candidate, the
Marfhal and the affeffors fhall immediately
certify it by their fignature. But fhould
there

e
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there be one diffentient vote, declared in
writing to the Marfhal, he is bound to pro-
ceed directly to polling for all the candi-

dates, by fecret wozes, as regulated by the
next article.

SECTION XIII.

Mode and Order of Voting PER VoTa Sk-
CRETA, or by Ballot.

1{t. Near the table of the committee,
juft by the Marfhal of the Dietine, fhall be
placed the balloting box.

~ 2d. This box fhall have an infide parti-
tion ; one part of it is to be painted b/acé,
with the infcription zegative ; and the other

painted white, with the word affirmative.

In front of this box there fhall be two
K locked
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locked doors to each partition. At the top;
a convenient opening for putting in a hand,
and throwing a ball on either fide of the
partition, fhall be left. ‘The infide of the

box is to be lined with cloth.

3d. All balls for balloting are to be of

the fame equal fize, form, and colour;
their number fhall be {ufficient for the
number of voters in that diftri¢t.

4ath. The balloting box is to be publicly

{hewn that it is empty, and then locked.
One key is to remain with the Marfhal of
the Dietine, the other with the laft affeffor.

sth. The candidates are propofed for
balloting in the following order: The
names of all candidates, being written on
{eparate and uniform cards, are thrown into

the urn covered with cloth: a child is te
draw

— =
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draw one card at a time, and to deliver it
to ‘the Marfhal, who fhall proclaim the
name of the candidate fo drawn out; and
having given his vote, fhall invite to ballot
one after another; firft the afleffors, next

the members of the committee at the ta-
ble, then all the electors, giving each one

ball as he comes .to vote,

6th. When the members round the table
have done voting, one of the affeffors {hall
‘open the boek of'the palatinate, or diftrict,
containing the authentic lift of voters, and
read in regular order of parifhes the names
of each-ele@or, whilft another of .the als
{effors is giving the ball to the perfon ap-
proaching the box. At the fame time,
other affeflors fhall write down on a fheet
of paper, the names of voters in the fame
orderas they are called on,

K 2 7th.
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7th. If any one of the voters, being
called by the affeffor, do notanfwer and ap-
pear in their place to ballot, he lofes his

right of voting after in that eletion for
that candidate.

8th. In the courfe of balloting, if the
right of voting is controverted to any of
the eleors, the Marfhal of the Dietine,
with the affeffors, fhall immediately decide
the queftion according to the fifth article,

{pecifying thofe that have no right to vote.

oth. The objection of want of property,
or of its inadequate amount, as preicribed
by law, fhall be determined by the proofs

taken from the county book.

1oth. After all the electors have voted
for one candidate, the Marfhal, with the

affeffors, are to count {eparately the gjirma-

t1ve
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#ive balls, and afterwards the zegative, and

to write down their exa& number under
the name of each candidate.

11th. One candidate being thus dif=
patched, a child fhall draw out of the urn
the name of another. 'The Marfhal hav-
ing declared the {fecond candidate, thall
proceed to vote, and collect fuch votes of
the affembly in the fame manner as above,
repeating the fame formalities in refpect to

each candidate.

12th. Balloting being begun for one
candidate, is to continue without interrup-
tion ; nor is the feffion to be prorogued

before it is entirely finithed,

13th. When the balloting for each can-
didate is over, the Marfhal of the Dietine

and the affeffors fthall make out the 1ift of
voles
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votes for every candidate according to
their refpective majority. Such lift being
figned by the Marfhal and the affeffors,
ihall be read audibly, and the fuccefsfy]
candidates declared in the fame order of

precedency as they fland in the d; erent
numbers of votes, beginning from the
higheft, and ending with the loweft, till
the number of perfons requifite for each
clective office is completed,

14th. In cafe of parity of votes between
two or more candidates, it s to be refolved
in the following manner :

15th. The Marfha] fhal] put the names
of candidates, having equal numimr of
votes, on feparate cards of the fame fize,
and throw them into the urn, covered as

before. A child is to draw out fingly each
AAME ; and in the fame order as they are

drawn,
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drawn, their precedence fhall be placed,

and affirmed by the fignature of the Mar-

fthal and the afleffors.  This rule is to be
obferved fucceflively in all eleive offices.

16th. After this refolution of parity, the
Marfhal and the affeffors thall finally fign
and publifh the lift of the elected perfons.

1 7th. Each candidate may be prefent at
the voting, to be witnefs himfelf nf the
fairnefs of all proceedings.

18th. No candidate is allowed to trans-
fer his votes in favour of another.

1gth. This method and order of elec
tions fhall be ftrictly obferved at all elec-
tive Dietines for all public fun&ions, of-

fices, and places.

20th. As a document to the elected per-
{ens

—
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fons thall be given a laudum, or diploma,
. figned by the Marfhal and the affeffors, to
be inferted in the records of the refpe&ive
Chancery. Theact of eleétion of Nuncios,
and their inftructions, fhall be contained in
the {fame diploma. The ele&ed perfons are

to be placed in the diploma according to

the {eniority of their offices and dignities.

21ft. The lifts of all the eleGors that
have voted at the Dietine, which was writ-

ten by the affeflors during the election, be-
ing figned by the Marfhal and the affef-

{ors, fhall be depofited in the Chancery.

22d. Elected deputies, civil officers,
and the commiffaries of orderly commif-
fions, fhall immediately be {worn in, ac-

cording to the formula prefcribed by law.

SECTION
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SECTION XIV.

Concerning Infiruttions.

1ft. During thﬁ bufinefs of eletion, the
Prefident who opened the meeting, with
the reft of the Committee, except thofe

who are affeffors, fhall prepare inftructions
for procedure.

2d. “Thus affembled, perfons are to ex-
amine propofitions intimated by the King
and the Council of Infpeéion, and projects
selating to legiflature; -alfo particular pro-
jects and wifhes formed either by the Or-
terly Commiffion, or any individual of

sheir vefpective palatinate or diftri&.

34. All particular projects, either from
the Orderly Commiffions, or from indivi-
L duals,
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duals, are to be prefented to the Prefident
immediately after the election of the Mar-
{hal of the Dietine and the affefiors in Po-
land, and, after that, of the affeflors in Li-
thuania, under their own fignature, as on
the following day no project for inftruc-

tions can be received.

ath. After the election of Nuncios is de-
termined, the projects for inftructions are
to be ready before the affembly. In cafe
any part thereof fhould not meet with una-
nimous confent, the Marfhal of the Dictine
and the afleffor fhall form a diftin& pro-
pofition or queftion for the opinion of

‘the affembly.

¢th.. In order to come at the fenfe of the
affembly on it, the Marfhal fhall divide
them into ayes and moes; and, after
c_éunting each fide, with the afiiftance of
the
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the afleffors, thall declare the majority.

But inftru&ions are never to be decided by

{ecret votes or ballot.

6th. In regard to the propofitions {ent
by the King and the Council of - Infpec-
tions, inftructions fhall be worded thus:
¢ Qur Nuncios thall vote ajfirmative to the
¢ article IN;” or, < Our Nuncios {hall
¢« yote megative to the article N,”—in cafe
it is found contrary to the opinion of the
Dietine: and thould any amendment Or
addition be deemed neceffary and agreed
on, it may be inferted in the inftruétions

at the end of the relative proPGﬁtion;

L % SECTION
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SECTION Xw.

Qeconomical Dietines.

1ft. The object and the bufinefs of thefe
Dietines are to confult about the particular
concerns of the palatinate or diftricts ; and
having determined any point, it thall be
_ recommended to the Orderly Commiffion

to prepare projects for inftruions relative
thereto.

2d. On every meeting of thefe Dietines
the Orderly Commiflion fhall account for
the funds entrufted to them for the parti-
cular purpofes of the palatinate or diftrict.

SECTION
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SECTION XVI.

Dietines of Report (Relationis.)

1ft. At the meeting of the Dietines the
Nuncios are bound to appear before their
conftituents, and to bring their report of
the whole proceedings of the Diet; firft,
relpecting the a&ts of legiflature ; next,
with refpect to the particular projects of
their palatinate or diftri&, recommended

to them by the inftructions.

2d. It is at thefe Dietines that Nuncios,
after they have rendered to their conftitu=
ents a clear account of their proceedings
and of the Diet, may be either confirmed
or changed, and new ones elected in their
ftead till the general election for the fol-
lowing ordinary diet.

3d. New
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3d. New Nuncios are chofen.—11t. In
the room of the deceafed. 2d. In the room
of thofe that are become {enators, or mi-
nifters of ftate. 3d. In cafe of refignation.
4th. In the room of fuch as are difqualified
by the Diet. gth. When any of the affem-
bly defires a new election, to {ubftitute
another Nuncio in the room of another
exprefsly pointed out; which requeft muft
be made in writing, figned by twelve

members befides, and be delivered to the
Marfhal of the Dietine

4th. Thofe Nuncios that will no longer
remain In their functions, fhall prefent
their declaration in writing, to the Marfhal

of the Dietine.

sth. If none of the cafes flated in the
third paragraph of this article happen to

occafion a vacancy among the Nuncios, and
no
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no demand of a new election for a fub-
ftitute be made in the regular and legal
way, the Marfhal and the affeflors {hall
indorfe on the diploma, or laudum, the act
of confirmation,

6th. Whenever a vacancy of Nuncios
{hould happen by either accident {pecified
above, the Marfhal of the Dietine {hall
declare fuch vacancy, and immediately pro=
ceed to a new election,

7th. But in cafe a new election fhould
be moved for by any perfon, and feconded
by twelve others confonantly to the above-
mentioned paragraph,either in the room of
one, or of all former Nuncios, the Marthal
of the Dietine is to read the name of the
Nuncio objected to, and to make the fol-
lowing propofition: ¢ Shall the Nuncio IV

A be gunﬂrmed in his function? or fhal}

¢¢ there
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¢ there be a new ele@ion made in his
“ ftead?” ‘The opinion of the meeting
being taken by a divifion, the majority
Thall decide the queftion, and be declared
by the Marfhal. If the majority approves
the conduct of the Nuncio, the Marfhal and
the affeffors fhall certify this confirmation
on the diploma ; and in cafe of difappro-
bation, the Marfhal fhall declare the vacan-
¢y, and begin the form of a new election.

8th. In this manner fhall be perfﬂrmed
either confirmation of each Nuncio fepa-
rately, or a new election decided.

gth. The mode of propofing onefelf for
a candidate, and proceedings of elections
by ballot, are to be equalljr adhered to at
the Dietines of Report, as are prefcribed
by the prefent law for all ele@ive functions

and other offices,
SECTION

- e —



SECTION XVII.

Concerning the Invalidity of Dietines in toto,

or in part.

1ft. Dietines are null and of no effect:
ift. When they are held in any other
town and place but fuch as are appointed
by law as conftitutional, according to the
tenor of the firft article. 2d. If they are
prefided by any other perfon than thofe
that are legally impowered by the prefent
law for being Prefidents. 3d. Every
Dietine where the Marfhal and the affeflors
are not legally chofen. 4th. When the

voting by ballot is refufed, notwithftand~

ing the requeft being formally made and
prefented to the Mar{hal.

|
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2d. Dietines are void in part whenever
a perfon, having no requifite qualification,

{hould offer him{elf as a candidate for any
clective office, and be chofen.

SECTION XVIII,

Punifbments for the Tranfzreffors againfp
Dietines,

1ft. All tranfgreflions which invalidate
the whole Dietine in the eleion of Nun-
cios fhall be tried and decided by the Diet.
With refpe& to other ele&ive fun&@ions,
 offices, and places, their trial fhall belong
to the high tribunal of the refpective pro-
vince. In order to prove the nullity of the
Dietine, the accufer is tofummon the guilty
of any tranfgreflion to this court, which is
bound to judge definitively {uch caufes be-
fore
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fore any other in the provinces of Poland

from the regifter Directi Maudati, and 1
Lithuania from the regifter Officy.

2d. For all tran{greflions annihilating
Dietines in fofo, we decree the following
penalties: The principals are to be -1m-
prifoned for half a year iz fundo*, and to
be for ever deprived of the active right
of a citizen. The accomplices are to be
dentenced to a prifon adove ground-t, and

o

# A well under ground, two or three fathoms

deep, fix feet fquare.

+ Thefe two kinds of prifons, or rather voluntary
confinements in obedience to decrees, are defigned for
the members of the equeftrian order only, without
any civil or military guard over them, with liberty to
the civil prifoner above ground, to walk within the

M 2 rules ;
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to be {ufpended from the acive right foy

a certain time, accnrdmg to the degree of
gullt

3d. If Prefident, Marfhal, or - affeffors,
tranfgrefs the obligations prefcribed to
them by the preﬁ:nt law, each of them fhall
be punithed by the high tribunal with
twelve weeks imprifonment above gmund,

and 2000 florins for the informer.,

4th. Befides, we decree the primary ter-
reftrial court, in every palatinate and dif-
trict wherein the offence fhall be commit-
ted, for trying tranfgreflfors from the re-
gilter, ““ Termini tal?i,” (with liberty of
appeal to the high tribunal) and punith-

rules; but if ; any one trefpafies the limits, he is to
begin anew the tern of his confinen nent; and if he

efcapes, he is to be outlawed.

ment
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ment as follows :—1ft. Whoever brings
with him foldiers, or any armed band,
and violates the peace of the Dietine,
thall be punithed with half 2 year’s im-
prifonment 7z _funds, and the lofs of active
right for ever.—2d. Whoever brings only
with him any armed attendants durinﬂ'
the meeting of Dietines, fhall be con-
demned to half a year’s imprifonment
above ground, and pay 60oo florins to
the informer. 3d. Whoever, in time and
place of Dietines, draws out, with an of-
fenfive defign, his fword or fabre, even
without hurting‘ﬂny perfon, thall be pu-
nifhed with twelve weeks imprifonment
above ground, and 2000 florins for the
informer: and in cafe of any perfon being
wounded, both the perfon wounding, if
not in his own defence, and the perfon
firlt drawing out the fabre, are to be capi-
tally punithed. 4th. Whoever thould bring

to
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%o a conftitutional place of Dietines, citizens
that have no vote, either from his own,

or from other diftricts, and thereby difturb
the public tranquillity and order of the

meeting, whether by threats or facts ; both -

the principals and the accomplices fhall be
~fentenced to half a year’s imprifonment
above ground, and 6060 florins for the in-
former. This punifhment is to extend to
cach perfon {eparately. sth. Whoever,
having no right to vote, or to the eligibi-
lity for functions and offices, fhould pre-
tend forcibly either to vote, or fet up for
a candidate, fhall be fubje& to fix weeks

imprifonment above ground. 6th Who-

ever comes to the meeting with fire-arms

fhall be punifhed with twelve weeks im-
prifonment 2z funds. 7th. Both buy-
ing votes and the felling are to be de-

prived of the right of activity for ever.

sth. The

e e . L
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sth. The informer or the accufer bring-
mg an action againft the tranfgreflors at
the Dietine, muft have legal property in
the diftrict where the crime is cemmltted
and have a fufficient refponfibility equal to
thofe penalties which are to enfue for the
offence he is accufed of: he is obliged to
make his declaration or manifefto before
~ the Court, figned, befides himfelf, by
twelve perfons of credit and property pre-
fent at the Dietine: an accufer, unable to
- prove the offence, thall be punithed in the
fame manner as the accufed would be if
convicted, and is to pay befides all cofts
of {uit to the perfon mnncently ac-

cufed.

SECTION XIX,

- It {hall not be in the power of Dietines

to lay any taxes on the inhabitants of the
diftrict
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diftri¢t under any pretence. This lawy
however, fhall not prevent voluntary con-
tributions.

SECTION. . XX:

The order of Dietines, with every res
gulation thereof, as defined by the pre-
fent law, is to ferve for the only rule of
their proceedings: and all former cuftoms
and practices, not included herein, are en-
tirely abolifhed and annulled.

SECTION XXI.

Formula of the Oath for the Marfbal of the
~ Dietine and the Affeffors.

I N. N. fwear before the God Almighty,
one in the Holy Trinity, that I fhall fulfil
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my office according to law and juftice in
every part, as if ‘the whole of my duty
was verbally inferted in this oath, without
being influenced to the contrary, either by
fear or hope, either friendthip or revenge,
either gift or promife, fo help me God!
and his holy paflion. Amen.

Law

2z
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Law concerning Towns and Citizens

within the Dominions of the Re-
Pﬁéﬁan

SECTION I.

Of Towns in general.

: ﬂ'ALL our royal towns within the do-
minions of the Republic we acknowledge
and declare to be free.

2d. We recognize as freemen all the in-
habitants of fuch towns. Their houfes,
lands, villages, and territories, as they are
now belonging to, and poffefied by them,
to be their perpetual property, without

prejudicing, however, controverted rights
N 2 and
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and depending law-fuits concerning the
fame.

3d. To fuch towns whofe original char-
ters are loft, on proving their pre-ex-
iftence, we fhall iffue our royal diploma of
renovationis, witha frefh grant of territory,

as legally belonging unto them.

4th. If the towns named for conftitu-
tional places of Dietines have no charzers,

.we fhall grant them new ones.

sth. When a fettlement of freemen on
the royal eftates, favoured by a happy fitu-
ation, profpers fo far as to form a town,
‘we thall iffue our diploma erectionis, or the
original charter, with a perpetual grant of

proper territory to it.

6th. It fhall be permitted to any here-
ditary

B s s g —— -
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ditary proprietor to build and ereét towns
on his eftate, compofed either of freemen,
or of his own emancipated villagers, and
to grant them a particular charter.  But
fuch towns cannot be ranked among the

free ones until the proprietor grants them

‘in perpetuity a {ufficient territory, and ap-
plies to us for the diploma confirmationts,

wherein the original charter is to be in-
A{erted. |

2th. One and the {fame law being made
for all towns, it follows, that every citizen
of every town fhall equally enjoy all rights

‘and privileges in common with the reft.

¢th. All inhabitants of towns, either of

-the equeftrian order, or citizens by birth,
having their freeholds therein, and willing
to carry onany trade in retail, muft accede

and be fubje@ to themunicipal laws ; others

of




( 9¢ )
of the equeftrian order are at liberty to in-
. {cribe themfelves on the town book, and
teceive the right of citizens.

gth. The mode of acquiring the right
of a citizen is this: The perfon defirous of
obtaining it in any town, fhall appear in
perfon, or apply by his attorney tothe ma-
giftrate, and ‘make the following declara-
tion :—*“ I V. N. promife allegiance and
« fidelity to his majefty the King and to
¢ ‘the Republic, obedience to the laws and
¢ ftatutes of the Diet, fubmiffion to the
¢ magiftrates of this town N., 'whereof
¢¢ T 'wifh to become a fellow citizen ; and,
s¢ as fuch, Ifhall fulfil all obligation which
¢ I acceptiin my name, and that of my
¢ fucceflors.” In confequence of this de-

claration, perfonsnames fhall be inferted
4nto the town book of citizens,

1oth,
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1oth. Magiftrates cannot refufe the right
of citizenthip to any foreigner, artift, or
manufacturer, of chara@er and good beha-
viour. In a word, a// Chriftians, freemen,
independent of any perfon, may become
citizens without any fee or expence.

11th. Neither admiffion into the clafs
of citizens living in towns, and filling
therein municipal offices, nor carrying on
commerce, manufactures, and trade, either
wholefale or retail, thall by any means be
prejudicial to the rights, privileges, and
prerogatives, attached and inherent to the
gqueftrian order, either of thofe that are
originally of that clafs, or of thofe that
are admitted to it, of citizens, or of their
pofterity.

12th. A free choice of all magiftrates and
officers of towns, by their own citizens,

being
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being the effence of liberty, it is declared
hereby to be inherently their right : every

. town befides is allowed to make fuch in-

ternal regulations for itfelf, and to put
them into execution, with reference, how-

ever, to the commiffion of police.

1 3th. Therefore all citizens infcribed on
the town book, and poflefled of frecholds
or hereditary property therein, have a right
of voting, and are eligible, by a majority
of votes, to magiftracies and other muni-
cipal offices. Perfons, however, filling
any executive office in the palatinate or

diftri& cannot be elected as plenipotenti-
aries for towns, under the penalty of lofing
both offices. Military officers are likewife

excluded from the eligibility to all muni-
cipal funétions.

SECTION II.
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SECTION II.
Rights and Prerogatives of Citizens.

1ft. That cardinal law, ¢ Neminem cap-
“* tivabimius nifi jure victum,” we extend to
all perfons as citizens eftablithed in towns,
except fraudulent bankrupts, unable to give

proper bails, and feized on commiffion of
a flagrant recent crime.

2d. Such towns as are appointed for
holding courts of appeal, fhall chufe each
of them one plenipotentiary, by a majority
of votes, out of their own citizens, or out
of other towns, who have hereditary pro-
perty therein, well qualified for a public¢
function, have ferved fome municipal of-
fices, neither erzmine notats, nor being un=

0 der
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der a decree pafled 7z contumaciom, at a
meeting before each ordinary Diet. Thefe
plenipotentiaries are to aflemble in a place
where the Diet is to be holden, and on the
day of its opening to produce before the
Marfhal of the Diet their credentials. Qut
of their number, in the provincial feflions,
thall be chofen commiflaries or aﬁéffmrs,
and diftributed for the commiffions of trea-
~ {ury, police, and the affefforial court. Al
though all of them may affift at the above
commiilions, no more, however, than two
tor each province in the departments of
trealury and police, and three for each
~province in the affefforial court, thall have

an active place.

Such commiffaries and affeflors fhall
have a decifive vore in matters relating to
trade and commerce, and to towns; but
on all other fubjets they can only give

their

s e e e
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their confultrve vote, or advice and opinion.
"Thele plenipotentiaries may be confirmed
and continued by their conftituents for the
ipace of another two years. In regulating
public expences, we fhall aflign a certain

penfion out of the treafury for the fupport

of thefe commiffaries.

3d. In order to extend proteétion of go-
vernment to all our towns, and to fhow
our juft regard for their welfare, we grant
to their commiffaries and affeffors admitted
already to the above commiffions, full
liberty to make reprefentations to the Diet
concerning the interefts of towns, by de-
manding of the Marfhal leave to fpeak,
which cannot be refufed to them in the
manner ufed by the delegates of various
departments when they make their reports,

or by petitions exprefling the wifhes of
any town.

0 2 4.th.
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4th. Thefe plenipotentiaries having ac-
complifhed two years of their public func-
tion in the above commiffions, fhall be
ennobled at the firft Diet, without any fee
or ftamp-tax for their deploma nobilitatis, in
cafe they are not out of the equeftrian

order.

sth. It 1s allowedsto all citizens to buy
Janded eftates, with an hereditary right of
enjoying and leaving them to their heirs and
pofterity, as well as of holding eftates by
adjudication for debts ; but on account of
fuch territorial pofieflions, they are amena-
ble to courts of the palatinate or diftri&k
where this property is f{ituated.

{

6th. Whenever any of the citizens buy

a whole village or bdrough of an heredi-
tary nature that pays at leaft 200 florins of
territorial tax, he may, if he thould wifth
' it,
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it, prefent his petition to the marfhal of the
firft diet in order to obtain nobility thercon,
which fhall be granted to hir accordingly.

~th. Befides the above-named perfons,
thirty . citizens, who are poflefied in any
town of an hereditary property, fhall be
admitted into the equeftrian order at every
ordinary Diet, having principal regard for
thofe that have diftinguifhed them{elves in
the militﬁry {ervice, or {at in orderly com=
miflions ; that have eftablifhed any manu-
factory, or have carried on extenfive com-
merce with country productions ; for which
they muft have {ufficient teftimonies and
recommendations of the Nuncios, and of

their refpective towns.

8th. It is permitted to all citizens to

{erve in the army in any regiment or pulk,

(except the national cavalry), and to ad-
vance

———
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vance therein regularly to the rank of offi
cers.  When any of them arrive at the
poft of a faff captain, or captain of a coms
pany, either of foot or horfe, he fhall be-
come 7p/d faé#d ennobled, and likewife his
pofterity ; in confequence we fhall grant
him diploma nobilitatis, on his producing
the patent, without any fee or flamp-tax.

gth. The fame clafs of citizens is al.
lowed to follow the profeffion of latw in all
courts, departments, and tribunals, and
may advance gradually in that line accord-
Ing to merit and capacity When any of
them arrives to the rank of a regent or re-
corder, he fhall be ennobled at the firft dict,
and the diploma nobilitatic iffued by us
gratis.

1oth. In the church the citizens have
the following privileges: They may be

prelates,
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prelates, canons, and prebendaries, in the
collegiates 3 In the cathedrals they may
poflefs doctoral canonries ; they may enjoy
both /fécular and regular benefices, except
fuch as are eftablifhed by their founders

exprefsly and exclufively for the nobles of
the equefirian order.’

11th. In every orderly commiffion of
palatinates and diftri¢ts three citizens are
to be placed as commiffaries chofen out of
towns lying within their jurifdiGion,
whether they be of the equeftrian order,
or only citizens, but poffefied of an here-

ditary property in fuch towns.

12th, As to our cities, Dantzig and
Thorn, when they thould have any requeft
or petition to prefent to the ftates, they
may do it either by their fecretaries refiding
at Warfaw applying to the Marfhal of the
Diet,

e
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diet, or by their delegates, who are to aflk
Ieave to {peak at the Diet in order to repres
{ent their bufinefs ; which leave fhall not
be denied to them.

13th. To prevent fraudulent qualifica-
tions by lending pro tempore a certain pro-
~ perty for the purpofé ~of a vote, we ena&
the following penalty : Whoever grants
any eftate for the fake of a vote, and takes
a reverfional promife to get it returned
after the eleGtion, he thall forfeit it for
ever in behalf of any perfon who will
prove it before any court ; and if the per-
{fon in whofe favour this fictitious grant or
fale of qualification fhould be made de-
clares it before the court of the diftrict, he

fhall have fuch property adjudged to him
without appeal.

14th. Al former laws and ftatutes con-
trary
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trary to the prefent conftitution concern-
ing towns are entirely hereby abolifhed,
and the prefent 1s declared to be a cardinal

conftitutional law in favour of towns and

citizens.

SECTION Ill.

Of Fuftice jfor the Cuizens.

1{t. Having determined certain bounda-
ries and proper limits of the jurifdiction of

towns, we exempt them and their {uburbs
from all former authorities to which they
were {ubject, without prejudicing, however,
the pending law-{uits which are now in the
way of being finally decided by the {u-
preme tribunals. As far as it concerns the
power of the Grand Marfhal in our refi-
dential town, it {hall be afcertained by the

regulation of his department.
P 2d. All
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~2d. All private jurifdictions formerly

exercifed, either by the clergy or laity, over
certain parts of any town fituated within
the territories granted by the original char-
ters, thall now ceafe, and be transferred to
their proper magiftrates, {o far as they con-
cern judicial power and the police, without
infringing the right of property, and the

revenues of their legal proprietor.

3d. If thetowns or citizens are poffeffed
of eftates out of their limits, they are {ub-
ject to local jurifdi¢tions of the diftri&

wherein fuch ftates are fituated.

4th. All inhabitants of towns eftablifhed

therein, and carrying on commerce, trade,

traffic, or any bufinefs and profeflion what-

foever, are {fubje& to the authority of ma-
giltrates, and fhall bear, in juft proportion,
all
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all taxes, without any exception or diftinc-

tion.

sth. Every town fhall have a judicial
magiitrate, where all c/vi/ caufes, not fur-
pafling 3co florins in the firft inftance, and
all eriminal caufes, which may only be pu-
nifhed with three days imprifonment, thall
be finally decided without any appeal ; but
in cales of a higher importance, the appeal
to a hi_ghr::_r court thall be allowed.

6th. For fuch courts of appeal we ap-
point {even principal towns in each of the
three provinces, or one-and-twenty in all,
making as many divifions, and each of

them fhall have its extent and boundaries

{pecified,

~ 77th. In each of thefe towns where the
court of appeal is fixed, five perfons fhall

P 4 COM=
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compofe this court, being chofen every two
years either out of the equeftrian order, or
out of citizens or property, of their divi-
{ion at large; with this claufe only, that if
any of the inferior magiftrates of a parti-
cular town fhould be chofen to the court of
appeal, he cannot fit any longer in the in-
ferior one until his office in the court of

appeal is expired .

8th. 'This court of appeal is to try and
decide finally all caufes coming from infe-
rior magiftrates and towns fituated within
its divifion. The extent of power of this
court is afcertained to lay in cafes between
300 and 3000 florins, and between three
days and three weeks imprifonment : in all
other fuits and a&ions happening before the
primary magiftrates, where the value 1s
above 3000 florins, or the punifhment of

prifon above three weeks, the appeal lays
no
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no longer to thefe courts of appeal, but
to the fupreme court of affeflorial com-

mifiion.

-

gth. The primary courts of magiftrates
in each particular town fhall have no
power of trying criminal caufes, but they
re to refer them to the court of appeal,
which has only a right to punifh, without
any appeal, by the imprifonment for a

certain limited time.

Whenever the prifoner is condemned
either to death or imprifonment for life,
the court of appeal {hall make the report
of the trial and the {entence to our aff¢[fo~
rial commiffion, in order to be examined
and revifed ; after which, {hould the de-
cree be confirmed by this commiflion, then
the fentence thall be put into execution,

and not before.

The

B
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The fame affefforial commiffion has the
right to {uperintend all magiftrates of l
towns 1n their judicial conduét, to punifh

tranfgreffors, try caufes concerning rents
and revenues in towns, &c.

10, All towns, in regard to their inter~
nal regulation and government, their gene-
ral munimpal revenues, and their manage-
ment, are put under the control and {u-

preme infpection of the commifion of police.
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